
 
Memo from Malawi 

25th November 2015 
 

They will call him Immanuel – which means, “God with us” (Matthew 1:23) 
 

It is exactly one year since we arrived in Malawi 
to start our roles as church development partners 
with zambesi mission. We have experienced 
every season and many of the cultural activities 
and social problems that are associated with the 
seasons. As the heat has intensified over the last 
month, and people are preparing their patches of 
ground for planting, we can understand more 
clearly this year why they eagerly await the rains. 
We also understand more clearly the spiritual 
needs of the country, and the usefulness of our 
role in helping to equip the church.  

Last time we wrote a newsletter we were just 
about to return to the UK for a month, and we 
thank you for your prayers as we travelled. There 
was much to do, with putting the contents of our 
home into storage, seeing Mhairi relocated to 
London, attending Calum’s graduation, visiting 
relations the length of the country from Devon to 
Crieff, and taking four meetings to meet zm 
supporters and report on our work. We were 
grateful for the final 4 days, relaxing in Devon – 
doing nothing!  

We continue to be very thankful for the people 
we are working alongside, as our relationships 
deepen and we become more and more aware of 
the challenges in their own lives. We have shared 
joy and grief with them, toiled hard and relaxed 
with them, shared meals, travelled miles, and 
prayed with them – we know we have made 
friends for life here in Malawi. 

Myles’s closest partner is the ZEC General 
Secretary, Pastor Luckwell Mtima. Myles works 
alongside the GS, helping him as he develops the 
church’s communications and strategies. This 

included helping to organise a conference in 
Blantyre in October that brought together all the 
pastors of ZEC, and introduced ideas for the 
church’s renewed vision, mission and focus on 
“Discipling a Nation for Christ”. Luckwell’s role 
can be quite a lonely one, but he is a model of 
servant leadership.  

 

We have also travelled with Abusa and Mayi 
Abusa Mtima to visit some distant churches on 
Sundays and occasionally surprised the 
congregations by singing as a quartet in 4-part 
harmony! No one has noticed yet that it’s always 
the same song – but plans are afoot to broaden 
our repertoire!! 

Ruth’s closest work partners are Elevate Mizinga 
and Joseph Jeke, the operational staff of CFCM. 
Together they run children’s Bible Clubs and 
training events for children’s workers around the 
country.  

 



Elevate and Joseph are passionate about 
children’s ministry, and will go anywhere anytime 
to train those who want to be trained. All three 
are quiet by nature, they make a great team, and 
Ruth values the openness and trust that has built 
up between them. She has been impressed by 
their commitment and gifting with children, and 
also touched by the struggles in their day-to-day 
lives.  

We also count it a privilege to be working 
alongside some of Malawi’s youth – and are 
greatly encouraged when we discover the depth 
of their love for God, their knowledge of his 
word, and their missionary zeal for their own 
country. The young people of Echoes of Grace are 
now meeting in our home regularly to learn 
music, to create new Bible based songs in 
Chichewa, and train as a choir to go out into the 
villages and evangelize through music.  

    

Praise, the group’s artistic director alongside 
Ruth, is typical in his commitment to be a better 

musician. A quiet young man, he is a qualified but 
unemployed Primary School teacher, and is keen 
to be trained by Ruth to teach the weekend music 
seminar that she has developed. Stephen, 
recently graduated from Bible College, is the 
secretary for Echoes of Grace, with great skills in 
Bible teaching as well as mobilizing and 
motivating people. Myles has been helping 
Stephen to create and administer the group’s 
website www.echoesofgracesite.wordpress.com. 

We hope that by introducing you to these 
important people in our lives, you will have got a 
glimpse of the kind of things that are filling our 
days here in Blantyre. It was great at the end of 
October to welcome a team from our home 
church, so that they could meet these folk, and 
see what we are doing first hand. They also 
visited many other zm projects that we are not 
involved in, and were challenged by everything 
they saw.  

Remembering last year, and how quiet our first 
Christmas was in Blantyre, we have decided it’s a 
good time to go away and see some more of 
Africa. We will be celebrating Christmas this year 
at Victoria Falls, which is on the border between 
Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

So it will probably be a very different Christmas 
from yours! Whatever your plans, have a peaceful 
Christmas, and every blessing for the New Year. 

 

Prayer points 
 Praise that Mhairi is settled and enjoying her course in London, and that Calum has found a job in 

Birmingham. 

 Pray for Abusa and Mayi Abusa Mtima, and for Elevate, Joseph, Praise and Stephen. 

 Pray for the people of Malawi, as food supplies run out or are too expensive for many to buy, and 

hunger begins to bite. Pray that the rains will come early and steadily this year, so that the harvest 

is early and plentiful. 

 Pray for another song creation workshop on 28th November, this time for children’s workers who 

are interested in creating new bible-based Chichewa songs for children, for inclusion in the 

children’s song-book Ruth is working on with CEF worker, Etiny Thole. 

 Myles’s preaching calendar continues to be completely full up till Christmas – not a single Sunday 

off. Please pray for him, and for the travelling this will entail. 

 

Yours in Him, 
  

Myles  and Ruth 
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